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Dear AMI Family,  

Our Family Meeting last month allowed us to meet Tom Petrizzo, Deputy Director of CRC.  Tom informed us that he is now officially the COO of the Center.  

We will be making a full report on the effects of Medicaid Part D after the Center can determine just how it will affect consumers..

The Center is still working hard to hire more bilingual staff. They have advertised in both Texas and in New Mexico. They have hired two new bilingual people within the last month.  One more doctor passed the bilingual test and is working with clinical Campesina.

He works primarily with the indigent and low-income families.  There are therapists at two locations who will be working with Asian Pacific.  There is an office ready for them at the Westminster site but they are still looking for a person who speaks more languages.

Community Reach Center was named by North Suburban Hospital as the Community Partner of the Year.   CRC has the contract to provide emergency services and they also have a womens’ postpartum depression group there which is funded by North Suburban.  The Center also does psychiatric consults in rehab and Intensive Care.

In addition to the previously mentioned events for Mental Health Month, Tom also said there will be 20 posters at various bus stop shelters with the words Change your Mind, Change your Life.  The banners will be displayed at the Westminster City Center, Northglenn and Thornton Centers.  There will be free depression screening at all five outpatient offices.  If you go to the movies, you will be able to see their ads at the AMC theatres including the Promenade before the main feature starts.

Tom also stated that there will be another Inter-Faith seminar held in the fall.
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AMI GENERAL

With the advent of spring in Colorado (mixed with the snow of course), many of you will be doing your own “Spring Cleanup/Cleanout”.  If you have household items (big or small) which would be of use to consumers, PLEASE consider donating them to the Center.  You will receive tax-deductible receipts upon request.  Larry Botnik is the person to call to arrange for pick up of large items.  He can be reached at 303-853-3645.  

CRC Update

The next Domestic Violence Victims group will be in Commerce City, beginning June 21st.  It will meet every Tuesday from 1:00-3:00 pm for 12 weeks.  This group is for women who are either in an abusive relationship currently or have been in one in the past.  It is psycho-educational and therapeutic.  Consumers may be referred by their therapists or contact the facilitators directly.  Lisa Walsh (X3674) and Ginny Schmitt (X3895) will be co-facilitating this group. 

You still have the opportunity to catch some of the Brown Bag speakers from 12:00 to 1:00 PM at the following locations:

Wed. May 18th at the Thornton Library, re Mental Health;

Thurs. May 19th  at the Borders Bookstore re How To Communicate as a Couple; 

Fri. May 20th at the Northglenn Library re: Love and Logic;

Tue. May 24th at the Brighton Library on Therapy as a Growth Process.

Don’t forget the Thornton Fest on Saturday, May 21st from 10 AM to 5 PM at the ball fields at approximately 108th & Colorado Blvd.
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The Rainbow Center is a peer run facility that offers opportunities for the mentally ill to come and share quality time with others without judgment of their present state of mind or behavior.  One can come and participate in provided activities, such as crafts, pool, various games, ping-pong, etc. or one can choose to relax and socialize with their peers.  A balanced meal is provided and is usually tasty. "Peer specialists" are always happy to give support, a listening ear and companionship when so desired.  Each day we all face trials and tribulations and having a place to go to escape from the depths of our own isolation is very much deserved and needed.  The Rainbow Center is a sanctuary to those with a mental illness and is a greatly appreciated facility.
by S. Renee Follet

Call for current activities, Artreach tickets or more information
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More Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Training Given

The Center and the local police departments recently held their third training in the last week of April.  Since September of 2002, total of 1,300 officers have been trained in Colorado.

This 40-hour class was given to officers from Adams County Sheriff’s Dept., Northglenn,  Commerce City, Westminster, and Broomfield, Aurora, and police departments. This manpower divergence has meant that other officers have had to cover the workload of those attending these trainings.

 Approximately 25 policemen   and women who had not taken part in the training before attended in this intensive training.  All the trainees were highly motivated and energetic officers.  Once again there were tours at all the Houses, including the Adolescent Treatment Program, and the Aurora ATU.  They heard from  psychiatrics, other clinical

staff, and family members regarding the most helpful (and safe) ways to intervene when dealing with persons with mentally illness.  Some of the exercises they benefited most were in ‘role playing’.  They demonstrated both the good and not-so-good encounters with unstable persons, and gave their fellow officers detailed critiques.  Again, I was very impressed with the observation talents of all the officers regarding both what was said and done as well as what was not said/done during these exercises. 

For as much bad media press as the public in general demonstrates toward officers in trying to do their jobs with often split second decisions, the above mentioned officers demonstrate a high degree of judgment and compassion.

Families are again reminded that they should ask for CI trained officers to help deal with their loved ones in crisis situations. 
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BHI Items

Those of you who receive the NAMI Advocate may have seen the pages of NAMI’s Peer to Peer Course which is set to expand.  Even though Colorado is not scheduled to take part in this training, since October, 1993 our own Nate Rockitter has served as Program Director of BHI’s Peer Specialists.  Nate has done an incredible job with his training and has had many consumers successfully graduate from his program.

We hope to have Nate give a presentation to the AMI family in the near future.
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LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Congress Clears $2.6 Trillion Budget Plan, $10 Billion in Cuts to Medicaid Included
On Thursday, April 28 both the House and Senate narrowly cleared the FY 2006 budget resolution setting forth binding limits for both mandatory and discretionary programs for the next five years. The plan narrowly cleared both chambers -- 214-211 in the House and 52-47 in the Senate. Despite protests from members of both parties, the budget resolution includes a requirement for $10 billion in reductions to the Medicaid program over the next five years. Medicaid is by far the largest source of funding for public mental health services, accounting for more than 50% of spending.

Because the budget resolution only imposes restrictions on future congressional action, it does not require a presidential signature. The budget resolution also establishes tight limits on all discretionary spending over the next five years. This includes caps that will be imposed on annual appropriations bills for FY 2006, including the bills that cover agencies funding mental illness research and services, as well as housing and veterans. Congress will begin working on these spending bills in the summer and the tight limits are likely to create tremendous pressure to impose cuts.

What's Next for Medicaid?
As a mandatory entitlement program (as opposed to a discretionary program), Medicaid is not subject to an annual appropriations measure. Instead, the cuts to Medicaid in the budget resolution will be enforced through "reconciliation instructions" to the relevant House and Senate Committees -- in this case, the House Energy & Commerce Committee and the Senate Finance Committee. These Committees will be responsible for coming forward with specific legislation to meet the specified savings target of $10 billion over the next five years.
Recognizing Key Medicaid Supporters in Congress
Over the past month, several key members of Congress worked diligently to strip cuts to Medicaid from the budget resolution. Two of the most important to this fight were Senator Gordon Smith (R-OR) and Representative Heather Wilson (R-NM). Both withstood enormous pressure from the Bush Administration and congressional leaders to back off. Senator Smith was pressing for complete removal of Medicaid cuts as late as Wednesday, April 27. Representative Wilson organized 44 of her House Republican colleagues to sign a letter urging no cuts to Medicaid in the budget.
While their efforts were rebuffed in the end, they were instrumental in reducing the level of cuts to Medicaid by half -- from the $20 million proposed by the House, down to the final figure of $10 million. NAMI is extremely grateful for their advocacy on behalf of Medicaid beneficiaries with mental illness. (
(
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If anyone was able to tape the Frontline TV program on May 10th  on the PBS channel regarding ‘The New Asylums”, please let one of the Board members know.

Request that Congress Fund P.L. 108-414 to Bring an End to the Housing of People with Mental Illness in the Nation’s Jails and Prisons

The documentary provides a timely opportunity for advocates to contact key members of Congress to request funding for P.L. 108-414, "The Mentally Ill Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction Act of 2004." This Act, originally sponsored by Senator Mike DeWine (R-OH) and Congressman Ted Strickland (D-OH), provides $50 million in federal resources for a variety of important services, including jail diversion, correctional psychiatric treatment, and community reentry services. However, these resources will not be provided until Congress appropriates money for this program.
Action Needed
Next week, the House Subcommittee responsible for appropriating money for programs administered by the U.S. Justice Department will begin working on its FY 2006 Appropriations Committee. While Colorado does not have any members on this subcommittee, we will keep close watch on this action and will report their decisions.
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GOOD NEWS FROM THE WESTERN SLOPE

On April 15th, the Grand Junction Sentinel newspaper reported that ground breaking was scheduled for the following day of a new $10 million, 56,000-square-foot inpatient facility in Grand Junction. 

After eight months of weathering failed efforts from some local residents voicing NIMBY (not in my back yard) sentiments, the efforts of many in Grand Junction trying to educate the public-at-large against stigma have paid off.

Colorado West Regional Mental Health Executive Director Ken Stein stated that financial contributions from local governments and organizations and partnerships with Mesa County, Hilltop Community Resources, St. Mary’s Hospital, Montrose Memorial Hospital and Midwestern Colorado Mental Health Center have made this badly needed facility a reality.  The center will serve a 16-county region on the Western Slope, treating mental illnesses and substance abuse.  Mr. Stein said, “This is an extraordinary advance for us in a rural part of the state.”  

Most of the opposition to the facility came from residents who feared that many children would be in 

close proximity to sex offenders and “potentially dangerous people.”  However, a spokesman for School District 51, which has an elementary school north of the hospital site, said that they are very supportive of Colorado West Mental Health.

We hope that family members and the advocates for mental health treatment will be successful in their education efforts.   

WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS OF

CHILDREN & ADOLESCENTS

Parent to Parent and EMPOWER COLORADO is offering another fabulous FREE one-day workshop for parents on June 4th.  This will be held at CP of Colorado at 2200 S. Jasmine St., Denver, from 9:30 to 4:00.  Lunch will be provided but no childcare will be available at that site.  For more information and to register, please call or e-mail Linda Roan-Yager at 720-565-9225, Ext. 1 or linda@shiftingview.com  Please be sure to leave your name, phone number and e-mail address.

Please join us at our family meeting on Wednesday, May 25th AT 6:30 PM AT OUR NORTHGLENN OFFICE.  We, along with the Northstar Bipolar Support Group, will be showing the movie A Beautiful Mind along with a panel discussion.  If anyone needs directions to the Northglenn office, please call our contact line at 303-853-3770 before the date of the movie.  This phone line is checked daily.

s/ Mickey Shayne




Rainbow Drop-in Center


2160 E. 88th Ave.  Thornton, CO 80229


Approx. 13 blocks East of Washington St.


South side of the street. #88 Bus


Phone:  303-387-2802





Hours of Operation:  M-F 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM  NEW ON FRIDAYS;  YOUTH ONLY AGES 15 - 25, 12 PM - 4 PM
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